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The text of this sermon may be used without first obtaining my permission.  I do ask, however, that if you use any portion of the message for teaching or preaching preparations, that you would e-mail me a brief note to say you are making use of it.  This would be a courtesy and help to me personally.  You will note that in some sermons sections are bracketed between two sets of three asterisks (***).  The purpose is to delineate material that I did not preach, but that is integral to understanding the theology or exegesis of what was preached.  My e-mail address is revyoung@comcast.net  – Rev. Curt Young)

This morning as we sit worshipping in safety, there are no less than 29 wars occurring throughout the world.  On five of the seven continents, people are killing each other every day.

We think of the wars in Israel and Palestine, in Iraq and Afghanistan, but what about Western New Guinea and Peru, Laos, Chad and Nigeria, Russia?  And the list goes on.

Twenty-nine is a huge number.  What if we included the conflicts and wars that are occurring within families?  What if we included strife between husbands and wives, pairs of people pledged to love each other who nevertheless are embroiled in turmoil?  How many would we have then?
Christ’s goal for marriage is peace.  To know peace not as the world gives peace but as he gives peace.  For that to happen, more profoundly than the husband and wife know each other and are committed to each other, each must know and be committed to Christ.  There is no substitute; no close alternative to the difference Christ makes in the marriage where both husband and wife submit to him.  

In the world, peace means a crushing defeat for someone.  It means someone has to be hurt till they surrender.  Or peace means truce.  A truce as you know is a suspension of open hostilities not an end to internal hatred.  It is temporary.

In Christ peace is grounded not in defeat but in reconciliation and forgiveness.  His peace involves an end to internal hostility, in a new ability to forgive.  Because it does, it is lasting, enduring.  Conflicts may arise that disturb the peace, but they cannot destroy it.  
The peace Christ gives comes at a price.  It must be a very high price because many refuse to pay it.  I refer to humility, the surrender of pride and self-interest for the sake of Christ, It means your goal in marriage, the purpose you embrace as your own, is to love and care for you spouse as Christ loves and cares for your spouse.  It is for his sake, for his honor.
That old saying about success on Broadway applies to peace in marriage.  If you can make it there, you can make it anywhere.
In our passage this morning, Peter speaks to Christian wives and husbands, especially to wives in extra challenging marriages.

By extra challenging, I mean in marriages to unbelieving spouses.  Peter literally describes these husbands as those who disobey the word.  In other words they know the Gospel and refuse to believe.  They disbelieve.  In marriage that is an extra challenge.
A word of background is in order.  In Roman culture the religion of the male head of the household was the religion of everyone who lived there – wife, children, and servants.  If the father became a Christian, the household became Christians.  Household baptisms in the early church were common.

Understand, then, it was a radical thing to preach the Gospel.  Jesus had taught he had come to divide households.  That meant the good news of God’s grace was for everyone.  You need ask no one’s permission; you need gain no one’s prior approval.  There was no middle man, no mediator except for Christ, who died to make forgiveness possible.  

It meant that wives in Roman households and children and servants were called to think for themselves, to repent and believe in Christ regardless of whether their husbands, fathers or masters did the same. 

So in the church there were many women like Eunice, Timothy’s mother, who were married to men who did not believe.  The pressures in her marriage were greater, the possibilities of antagonism and conflict multiplied.

Peter gives the same counsel to wives who face this potential antagonism and persecution from their husbands that he gave to slaves in regard to masters and citizens in regard to the emperor.  In all three cases he teaches:
· Humans in authority over us have been ordained by God.

· We are to submit ourselves to those authorities.

· Coming to Christ does not change this obligation but reinforces it.  Because in submitting to authority, we honor Christ as Lord over all, follow his own example, and create a positive testimony to the goodness of our Savior.

So, as a result of submitting to Caesar and his governors Peter says you will silence the ignorant talk of foolish men.  And as a result of submitting to your husbands, Peters says this may serve to bring them to Christ.

But there was more to Peter’s message.  If there were not, I would have skipped these verses, because I covered these matters last week.  Peter has more to say.

It is clear he meant his instruction for all Christian wives, including those married to Christian men, for he wrote, “Wives, in the same way, be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words.”
It is just as clear he was writing to all Christians husbands when he said in verse 7, “Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives…” and goes on to call them “heirs with you of the gracious gift of life.”
Did you catch the repetition of that little phrase he used to introduce his instruction both to wives and to husbands?

“Wives in the same way be submissive…”

“Husbands, in the same way, be considerate as you live with your wives.”

Of course that raises the question, “In what way?”  For the answer, go all the way back to chapter 2:13 where this section began:  “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake…”

“In the same way”, “for the Lord’s sake”, wives…

“In the same way”, “for the Lord’s sake”, husbands…

Whether a wife is submitting to her husband or a husband is bestowing honor on his wife, in either case it a matter of submission to Christ.  In either case it is a matter of honoring him with your life, so that when people look at you, they see Christ.
So let’s look more closely how this is the case with the instruction Peter gives to wives, and then to husbands.

Here Peter uses a cluster of words to describe godly wives – He writes of the winsome conduct of a woman committed to purity and reverence, the incorruptible beauty of a woman who cultivates a gentle, quiet spirit rather than concentrates on the latest fashion, of the high esteem in which the Lord holds such woman.  The woman who lives this way follows in the steps of Sarah, Ruth, Hannah, and Esther; of Elizabeth, Mary, Anna, Dorcas, Priscilla, Lydia, Lois and Eunice.

Purity is not a virtue limited to women.  Everyone who has placed his or her hope in Christ purifies himself, just as he is pure (I John 3:3).
Neither is reverence a virtue limited to women.  God calls all of us to live reverently before him.  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom for all.  The church prospers when the whole body lives in the fear of him. (Acts 9;31)
A gentle and quiet spirit?  These aren’t distinctly feminine spiritual virtues either.  Jesus described himself as “gentle and humble in heart”.  Paul admonished Christian men and women, “Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands…”  (I Thess. 4:11)  This was addressed to farmers and tanners, masons and black smiths.
So why does Peter speak to wives in these terms?  Because a woman is never more winning, more beautiful, or more appreciated than when her life expresses the purity, reverence, gentleness and quiet spirit of Christ.  This is a portrait of Christ in the life of a woman.

It doesn’t just materialize on its own.  It is a consequence of cultivated faith in Christ.  He loves to be trusted.  He supplies what is needed.  This is a picture of a woman who does not struggle for power because she has received power that no one can remove from her.  She does not retaliate because she relies on God’s justice.  She is not restless or ill tempered because she is confident in her Redeemer.  

To her own husband, no other, she submits herself.  It is her choice; she not a willow coerced by fear.  She disposed herself to encourage his leadership, take responsibility, lead with love.  She has no desire to resist him but will not cooperate in evil, either.  She knows how to draw boundaries.  She will not get drunk with him, will not blaspheme with him, will not lie for him.  Gentle and firm are fully compatible virtues.  
Here is a portrait of Christ:  believing, guiless, strong, gentle, brave, faithful.

In the same way, for the Lord’s sake, Peter uses a cluster of words to describe godly husbands.  I will be literal with the text here.  Peter wrote, “live with your wives knowingly as a weaker vessel as a woman”, bestowing honor on her as a co-heir of the grace of life.” 

“A weaker vessel.”  Peter did not say “weak” but “weaker”.  This is not a contrast between strong men and weak women.  Rather he instructs husbands to dwell with their wives as with a weaker vessel.
Weak can mean sickly or ill.  Weak can mean morally or spiritually prone to sin.  Weak can also mean vulnerable, at a disadvantage when it comes to strength, the ability to defend oneself.  This is how I understand the term.

I want to be delicate here because there are many ears in this room.  When Peter said, “Dwell with” your wives knowingly as a weaker vessel, he used a verb that was used many times in the LXX for the most intimate familiarity of a husband and wife.  What is true of their relationship in that moment is true of the relationship in its entirety.  When a woman gives herself to a man in marriage, she made herself deeply vulnerable to him.  And she has trusted him with her vulnerability.  In terms of power, she places herself at a disadvantage in order to love.  
And her husband is never to forget it.  And he is never to exploit it.  On the contrary just as the Lord shows special regard and honor for those who are weaker, the defender of those who need his help, husbands are to do the same.

This is not pity.  It is a matter of loving in return, responding to this incredible gift of grace, called a godly wife.

“Treat them with respect” is such a weak translation when the text literally says, “bestow honor”.  
To ensure that no Christian husband mutters under his breath, “Yeah, right,” and presumes his wife’s vulnerability for the sake of love is an invitation to disrespect or belligerence, Peter adds two emphatic statements.

First, when a husband looks at his wife, he is looking at a co-heir of God’s grace.  He is beholding someone toward whom the Lord feels infinite love and favor.  

Second, then, when a husband does not show his wife that special regard and honor that is due to her, he, the lord, will not regard or honor his prayers.  That is the force of the warning at the end of verse 7.

On the great day, husbands, your wife will be Exhibit A for the kind of Christian you were.

Most of us have heard of Augustine and the impact of his mother’s prayers on his own life.  His mother’s name was Monica.  He also paid this tribute to her in his Confessions about her impact on his pagan father, Patricius:

“She served her husband as her master, and did all she could to win him for You, speaking to him of You by her conduct, by which You made her beautiful…Finally, when her husband was at the end of his earthly span, she gained him for You.”
Twenty-nine wars are way too many.  So what of 29,000 or 2.9 million, or 290 million?  Here Christ shows us how we come to possess peace, his peace, in our marriages, and his peace wherever it appears changes the world.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6]
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